
Statement by Ms Sigrid Staangberg, member of Swedish Sami Parliament. 

Thank you, Madam Chairperson 

It's a pleasure for me to take the floor on item 7. I'm a member of the Swedish Sami 
Parliament. This year in August we'll start our work in the Sami Parliament for 
another four-years  period. 

The Sami Parliaments have been working together to find concrete and common 
objectives for this International Decade of the World's Indigenous People and this has 
been a great challenge for the three Sami Parliaments. 

Indigenous peoples have gradually developed a close international co-operation. This 
co-operation has led to the formulation of a number of joint positions, for instance at 
the UN World Conference on Women in Beijing and the UN Conference on 
Environment and Development in Rio. In their work related to the Decade, the Sami 
Parliaments will emphasise the promotion of the indigenous peoples'own resolutions 
and positions. 

The Sami Parliaments have within the programme expressed their main objectives 
for the Decade and relate them to the programme adopted by the United Nations. 

The Sami Parliaments have chosen to divide the objectives for the Decade into two 
main categories: 
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1) objectives within the nation states, and 2) international objectives. 



Besides the most important, the right of self-determination as an international 
objective, during the Decade, also at the national level, the Sami Parliaments will 
pursue: 

The recognition of real selfdetermination for the Sami, trough the Sami Parliaments, 
concerning their future. 

The Sami parliamentary co-operation shall be strengthened politically and 
economically to safeguard its role as the supreme common body of the Sami. 

At the international level I will also highlight the following objectives: 

The establishment of a training programme for Sami youth in international work, with 
particular focus on indigenous collaboration and the UN. 

The establishment of networks to activate, increase and safequard indigenous 
women's possibilities of participation in political decision processes. 

The preparation of a plan for drawing attention to the situation of the world's 
indigenous peoples in connection with the turn of the millenium. 

Thank you Madam Chairperson 


